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Railway operating signs

Mandatory requirements also exist in other documents.

Where alternative interpretations occur, the Manager Standards shall be informed so the
ambiguity can be removed. Pending removal of the ambiguity the interpretation with the safest

outcome shall be adopted.

11

11.1

11.1.1

11.1.2

11.1.3

11.2

11.2.1

Railway operating signs
Design and Rating

General

This Section applies to permanent and temporary infrastructure operating signs that provide
information and directions for network users. These include signs for the following:

a) Permanent speed restrictions including curves and turnouts.

b) Temporary speed restrictions including track, work site, warning and caution signs.
c) Protection including worksites and obstructions.

d) Warning signs including whistle signs and advance warning signs.

e) Change of operations system or operational parameters (eg. CTC, train order, radio
channel, station/yard limits, end of electrification wiring).

f) Structure, equipment and location identification signs including station identification and
kilometre posts.

Line of sight

The line of sight to operating signs should be such that no obstruction is permitted within the
sight line when viewed from the driver's normal operating position.

Documentation

A register providing information on all permanent operational signs shall be established and
maintained. General inspections shall be carried out with reference to this register.

Information provided to the operators with regard to permanent and temporary signs shall be
promulgated and shall include their location.

Inspection and Assessment

Scheduled Inspections
a) Track Patrol inspection

The interval between patrol inspections of permanent and temporary operating signs shall
not exceed 7 days or as otherwise specified by ARTC e.g. in an approved Technical
Maintenance Plan. Particular attention shall be given to temporary signs. Track patrol
inspections shall keep a lookout for defects and conditions (i.e. indicators of a defect) that
may cause signs to not be performing the function intended including:

0] damaged, missing or unreadable signs;
(ii) temporary signs; or

(iii) locations where sight distances are deficient, or the view by the train crew of the
sign or signal may be obscured.

The speed at which the inspection is carried out should be consistent with the local
conditions and the full scope of the inspection being carried out (eg. the type and number
of other infrastructure elements being inspected).
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11.2.2

b) General inspection

General inspections shall be undertaken by visual means for all permanent and temporary
operating signs to ensure they are to standard, are visible and conspicuous, and performing
the function intended.

This inspection shall include the tasks of the patrol inspection in addition to the
identification of the defects and conditions. Inspection of line of sight shall be carried out by
on-rail inspection at the specified sight distance as near as practicable to the train driver's
normal operating position. Checklists shall be completed and retained.

General inspections shall be carried out at intervals not exceeding 3 years or as otherwise
specified by ARTC e.g. in an approved Technical Maintenance Plan.. General inspections
shall also be carried out when suspected defects are identified from conditions determined
during track patrol inspections.

Assessment and Action

Each sign shall be assessed to ensure compliance with the required standards for the
installation.

Where the sign installation site is assessed and does not comply with the required standard,
appropriate action shall be taken to ensure the immediate safety of operations. Follow up action
shall then be taken to ensure that the required standards are complied with.

Assessment of the line of sight shall be conducted on the basis that the sight line originates
from a train drivers normal operating position to the sign to be observed.

Where it is assessed that the sight line is obstructed appropriate action shall be taken to ensure
the immediate safety of operations. Follow up action shall then be taken to ensure that the sight
line is restored.

Where the sight line is permanently obstructed for the maximum operating speed then either—
a) advance warning to drivers of trains should be provided;
b) the sign should be relocated; or

c) operational restrictions should be imposed.
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