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WOS 01.H –Automatic Equipment Identification

H[1] Introduction

The Australian Rail Track Corporation have installed electronic equipment to monitor
vehicle condition, such as, train loads, hot boxes and dragging equipment. These
monitoring stations have facilities to automatically read data off the AEI tags to
identify the vehicle and vehicle information.

This section describes the recommended system of electronic automatic equipment
identification (AEI) for all rail vehicles operating on the Australian Rail Track
Corporation network.

The prescribed requirements are applicable to freight vehicles, locomotives,
passenger vehicles, on-track maintenance vehicles, rail compatible freight trailers,
end of train units and, where applicable, other road vehicles and containers regularly
transported on rail.

This Appendix also includes for the location, fitting and data fields for AEI tags.

These requirements are identical to those specified in the Draft National Code of
Practice for Railway Rolling Stock except for the addition of data fields for
passenger vehicles and on-track maintenance vehicles.

H[2] Purpose

The Australian Rail Track Corporation have installed electronic equipment to monitor
vehicle condition, such as, train loads, hot boxes and dragging equipment. These
monitoring stations have facilities to automatically read data off the AEI tags to
identify the vehicle and vehicle information.

H[3] General principles

An interrogation unit (or reader) operating in UHF radio waves shall decode the
modulated radio waves reflected by the tag. The tag itself shall not be a transmitter,
but shall act as a field disturbance device, modifying and reflecting the signal
transmitted by the reader system.

H[4] AEI system requirements

H4.1 The design, construction, operation, performance and coding principles for the AEI
system shall comply with the requirements of Association of American Railroads
(AAR) Standard S-91 in Section L of the AAR Manual of Standards and
Recommended Practices

H4.2 Certain administration provisions of AAR Standard S-918 are not applicable.
Clauses 9.1.1 and 9.8 relating to the approval of changes in tag position are
examples.
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H4.3 Tag coding for freight vehicles, locomotives and other types of equipment are
prescribed in AAR Standard S-918, Appendices A to J. Coding details for freight
vehicles are summarized in Table 1 below, for locomotives in Table 2 and for
containers in Table 3.

H4.4 Rail compatible Trailers with separable rail bogies, such as Road/Railer units, shall
be tagged as road trailers or chassis in accordance with AAR Standard S-918
paragraphs 9.2, 9.5, and 9.6. Coding details are given in Appendices C and D of S-
918.

H4.5 Bogies for Rail Compatible Trailers shall be tagged as freight vehicles, with the
coding details given in AAR Standard S-918, Appendix A and summarized in Table
H1 below.

H4.6 In addition to the application of standard ID tags, some vehicles and equipment may
also be fitted with passive alarm tags.

H4.7 Freight vehicles and locomotives shall be fitted with a standard beam powered tag
as described in Section 6 of AAR Standard S-918. The tags fitted to all other
vehicles and equipment shall have a performance equivalent to that of a battery
powered tag.

H4.8 For Australian applications, the allocation of data values for platform identification in
Clause 1.9 of Appendix A of AAR Standard S-918 are not appropriate, and shall be
amended as follows.

(a) for conventional two-bogied or single platform vehicles, the ID code shall be
“0”.

(b) For articulated or multi-unit vehicles (permanently coupled sets), platforms
are numbered consecutively from one end to the extreme opposite end i.e.
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, etc. Accordingly, the ID code (data value) for each platform
shall be its platform number, regardless of the handbrake position.

Value Platform

0 Single vehicle

1 Platform 1

2 Platform 2

3 Platform 3

4 Platform 4

5 Platform 5

H[5] Location of transponder tags –rolling stock

H5.1 Transponder tags shall be located and fastened to freight vehicles and locomotives
in accordance with the criteria specified below and AAR Standard S-917.

H5.2 Detailed requirements for the location and mounting of tags on various types of
vehicles and equipment are prescribed in Clauses 9.1 to 9.7 of AAR Standard S-
918.
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H5.3 For tank vehicles, tags and their mounting plates shall not be attached to the tank
shell. Tags shall be attached only to the tank vehicle underframe or boundary
members.

H[6] Location of transponder tags –containers

H6.1 In general, the location and fitting of transponder tags to containers shall conform to
the requirements of AAR Standards S-918 and S-917. Only one (1) standard ID tag
is to be fitted to containers. The right hand end referred to below is the end without
doors (the “blind” end). In the case of containers without end doors or without solid 
sides and/or fixed ends, the right hand side is determined when facing either side of
the container.

H6.2 When applied to containers with a length of 12.2 metres (40 feet) or less, the tag
shall be positioned on the side wall of the container, with the centre of the tag
located 300 mm inboard from the right hand end post and 300 mm below the top of
the roof line of the container.

H6.3 On containers which are more than 12.2 metres (40 feet) long, the tag shall be
positioned on the side wall of the container, with the tag located immediately inboard
of the right hand end post and 300 mm below the top of the roof line of the container.

H6.4 For containers without solid side walls, such as curtain-siders, tank containers,
platforms and other open configurations, the tags may be located on or immediately
adjacent to the right hand side corner post, facing toward the outside of the
container.

H6.5 Tags on containers shall be mounted so that they will respond to an interrogating
signal which is vertically polarized.

H[7] Passive alarm tags

H7.1 Passive alarm tags are used to provide an interface between the trackside reader
and onboard equipment, and are either activated (able to read) if there is an alarm
condition or disabled (unable to read) if there is no alarm condition.

H7.2 Tag data shall be as prescribed in Appendix J of AAR Specification S-918.
Polarization of the alarm tag shall be the same as prescribed for the standard ID tag,
i.e. horizontal for freight cars and road trailers and vertical for containers.
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H7.3 When fitted to freight vehicles, the passive alarm tag shall be located directly
opposite one of the standard ID tags, as shown below.

H7.4 When fitted to containers, the passive alarm tag shall be located directly opposite
the standard ID tag, i.e. at the same end but on the opposite side.



Engineering Standard–NSW
Rolling Stock WOS 01.H
Automatic Equipment Identification (AEI)

Issue 1 Australian Rail Track Corporation
Revision 0 This document is uncontrolled when printed
December 2005 Page 7 of 12



Engineering Standard–NSW
Rolling Stock WOS 01.H
Automatic Equipment Identification (AEI)

Issue 1 Australian Rail Track Corporation
Revision 0 This document is uncontrolled when printed
December 2005 Page 8 of 12



Engineering Standard–NSW
Rolling Stock WOS 01.H
Automatic Equipment Identification (AEI)

Issue 1 Australian Rail Track Corporation
Revision 0 This document is uncontrolled when printed
December 2005 Page 9 of 12



Engineering Standard–NSW
Rolling Stock WOS 01.H
Automatic Equipment Identification (AEI)

Issue 1 Australian Rail Track Corporation
Revision 0 This document is uncontrolled when printed
December 2005 Page 10 of 12



Engineering Standard–NSW
Rolling Stock WOS 01.H
Automatic Equipment Identification (AEI)

Issue 1 Australian Rail Track Corporation
Revision 0 This document is uncontrolled when printed
December 2005 Page 11 of 12



Engineering Standard–NSW
Rolling Stock WOS 01.H
Automatic Equipment Identification (AEI)

Issue 1 Australian Rail Track Corporation
Revision 0 This document is uncontrolled when printed
December 2005 Page 12 of 12


